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It’s a matter of 
LIFE or DEATH

NSW public hospitals are facing 
increased admissions of patients, 
without the increase in staffing to 
meet the demand. There simply 

aren’t enough nurses or midwives 
and it’s putting patients’ lives  

at risk. Better, more transparent 
nurse-to-patient ratios are urgently 

needed to help deliver safe care  
to all patients across NSW. 

It’s a matter of life or death.

I have been employed in nursing 43 years in various 
areas and no longer feel safe. I am concerned for 
the safety of my colleagues. This is unsustainable.

REGISTERED NURSE

Workload is extremely high and  
skill mix is dangerous on the ward.

REGISTERED NURSE

Babies are not counted as patients, yet we still do 
patient care with them as well as the mothers.

REGISTERED MIDWIFE

Get involved

SIGN UP TO THE CAMPAIGN 
& SHARE YOUR STORY

ratioslifeordeath.org.au 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/safepatientcare

CONTACT YOUR STATE MP
Meet with your State MP and ask them  

to support nurse-to-patient ratios  

SPREAD THE WORD
Use this flyer to speak to friends,  

family and colleagues
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IN NSW, THERE ARE STILL  
NO MINIMUM STANDARDS  

FOR NURSE-TO-PATIENT RATIOS  
IN EMERGENCY  

AND CHILDREN’S WARDS.

UNDERFUNDED

UNDERSTAFFED

UNSAFE

ON EVERY  
WARD

ON EVERY 
SHIFT

IN EVERY HOSPITAL. 
CITY AND COUNTRY.

NEW SOUTH WALES  
NEEDS SAFE  

NURSE-TO-PATIENT RATIOS

When our hospitals are understaffed and 
overcrowded it’s dangerous and unsafe.

NSW needs a new system of mandated  
nurse-to-patient ratios in every ward,  
on every shift. Only this will provide 

patients with the mandated level of care 
they deserve.

Ratios for all – city and country
Country hospitals currently have less  

nurses-per-patient than city hospitals.  
A patient’s postcode should not determine  

their level of care.

NSW patients deserve better
Victoria and Queensland have mandated 
ratios to keep patients safe. But in NSW, 

we still don’t have ratios, even in high risk 
Emergency and children’s wards. NSW 

needs mandated ratios.

It’s a matter of life or death
Ratios save lives – the evidence proves it. 

Share  
your story

Have you or a family member been a 
patient in a public hospital recently? 

It’s the personal experiences we can 
share that will make a difference. 
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