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HOW TO WRITE AN
EFFECTIVE SUBMISSION
For more
information:
stoptafecuts.com.au
facebook.com/stoptafecuts
@TAFECampaign

Key Dates:
Deadline for submission:
14 August 2015
Committee report due:
17 November 2015

TAFE NEEDS YOU (and your submission)
The Upper House of the NSW
Parliament has established an inquiry
into Vocational Education and
Training. The Committee is currently
calling for public submissions.
This is your opportunity to tell the
parliament about the impacts of Smart
and Skilled and how the competitive
market has robbed TAFE of money,
staff, courses, contact hours, support
services and optimism about its future.
It is also an opportunity to argue for a
secure future for public sector postsecondary education.
You must identify yourself when you
make a submission but if you are
worried that there might be work-place
repercussions you can ask that your
identity is not made public. You can
also ask for part or all of your
submission to be kept confidential, but
the Committee can only quote the
publicly available material in its final
report. Please contact the Committee
staff if you want more information.

You do not have to address all of the
terms of reference, but some point you
might like to address in your
submission are:
1. Positive experiences of TAFE:
If you are a student, teacher, staff
member or have firsthand
experience of TAFE, you can help
the Committee members
understand why TAFE is so
important bu telling them what
benefits it brought you, your
students, people you know and the
community.
2. The unique values and
benefits of TAFE: The
Committee must understand the
importance of a public system
focused on education, quality and
opportunity. You can talk about
how TAFE provides education for
all, including working class
Australians, seond-chance learners
and disadvantaged and social needs
students by celebrating diverse
learning styles and exceptional
commitment to individual students.

3. Negative experiences with
private providers: if you have
been a student of a private
provider, know someone who has
ben or have been an instructor for
one, you can tell the Committee
about the focus on minimizing
costs, meeting only minimum
training standards and limited
opportunities for people with
special needs. You could describe
unethical methods they use to
recruit students and about any
failures to maintain appropriate
assessment standards.
4. Impacts of Smart and Skilled on
TAFE: You can talk about how
TAFE’s budget has been slashed and
how the training market is
narrowing the focus of TAFE onto
profitability. The Committee needs
to hear about the slashing of staff
numbers, courses, contact hours,
and support services for people
with special needs and outreach
(access and equity) and the loss of
confidence in the future.

Contact the General Purpose Standing Committee regarding this Inquiry on 02 9230 3389 or email gpscno6@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Authorised by Pat Forward, Federal TAFE Secretary, Australian Education Union, 120 Clarendon Street, Southbank, 3006
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Lorem Ipsum
TERMS OF REFERENCE
1. The General Purpose Standing Committee No 6 inquire
into and report on vocational education and training in
New South Wales, and in particular:
a)

The factors influencing student choice about
entering the vocational education and training
system including:
i. Motivation to study
ii. Choice of course, course location and method of
study
iii. Barriers to participation, including students in
the non-government education and home
schooling sectors.

b)

The role played by public and private vocational
education providers and industry in:
i. Educational linkages with secondary and higher
education
ii. The development of skills in the New South
Wales economy
iii. The development of opportunities for
unemployed people, particularly migrants and
persons in the mature workers’ category, to
improve themselves and increase their life,
education and employment prospects,
iv. The delivery of services and programs
particularly to regional, rural and remote
communities

c)

d)

e)

f)

Factors affecting the cost of delivery of affordable
and accessible vocational education and training
including the influence of the co-contribution
funding model on student behavior and completion
rates
The effects of a competitive training market on
student access to education, training, skills and
pathways to employment, including opportunities
and pathways to employment for the most
vulnerable in our community including those
suffering a disability or severe disadvantage
The level of industry participation in the vocational
education and training sector, including the
provision of sustainable employment opportunities
for graduates, including Competency Based
Training and the application of training packages to
workforce requirements, and
The Smart and Skilled reforms, including:
i. Alternatives to the Smart and Skilled contestable
training market and other funding policies
ii. The effects of the Smart and Skilled roll out on
school based apprenticeships

g)

Any other related matter.

2. That the committee report by Tuesday 17 November
2015.
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more evidence that can be
presented to the Inquiry, the
greater the impact of the inquiry.

